the birds and the applied context. An exciting innovation is the opportunity for double-blind review, at your discretion as an author. We hope you will consider this option when you submit your paper. Additionally, a subset of papers will be open access from the time they appear online, giving your work a chance to reach audiences removed from academic libraries. As a reader, you can be assured any results and recommendations we publish have been thoroughly vetted by ornithologists. Our first set of papers quickly reveals that we are publishing important information for conservation of birds.
We've expanded the expertise of the editorial staff to stay on the cutting edge of applied ornithology. In particular, in addition to the Editor-in-Chief, we have two Editors with full authority to accept or reject papers. Jen Owen brings unique skills in avian disease research, and Paul Doherty is an expert on analytical techniques. Our review system moves to the Associate Editor (AE) system, much as has been used at The Auk for more than a decade, in which AEs solicit external reviews and recommend a decision to the Editor-in-Chief or Editors.
With all these changes, I want also to offer a bit of history to remind the reader of the long tradition of the Cooper Ornithological Society's publications. As Editorin-Chief, I'm humbled to follow in the footsteps of not just our excellent recent editors, but also those of Joseph 
